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TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCEMENT 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE TODAY ON SECRETARY VANCE S TRIP TO THE MIDDLE 
EAST: 


BEGIN TEXT 

PRESIDENT CARTER HAS ASKED SECRETARY VANCE TO VISIT CERTAIN 
MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES IN MID-FEBRUARY TO CONVEY TO THEIR 
LEADERS THE IMPORTANCE THE PRESIDENT ATTACHES TO MAKING 
SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS THIS YEAR TOWARD A JUST AND LASTING 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THE PRESIDENT BELIEVES IT IS 
ESSENTIAL TO HAVE A FIRST-HAND UNDERSTANDING OF THE VIEWS 
OF MIDDLE EASTERN LEADERS AT THE F, ARETES POSSIBLE TIME AS 
WE CONSIDER HOW WE CAN MOST EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
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PEACE PROCESS. SECRETARY VANCE WILL ALSO EMPHASIZE DURING 
HIS TRIP THE VALUE THE PRESIDENT PLACES ON MAINTAINING 
GOOD BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE STATES OF THE MIDDLE EAST. 
SECRETARY VANCE WILL VISIT ISRAEL, EGYPT, LEBANON, JORDAN, 
SYRIA, AND SAUDI ARABIA. END TEXT 

2. IN ANSWER TO QUESTION, WHITE HOUSE AND DEPARTMENT ARE 
ALSO CONFIRMING THE DATES OF THE TRIP ARE FEBRUARY 14-21, 

WITH THE EXACT ITINERARY TO COME LATER. 

VANCE 
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